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Abstract: The Lamego Museum is located in the city of Lamego, in the north of Portugal, 

inserted in the Alto Douro Vinhateiro region, classified in 2001 by UNESCO as World Heritage. 

The museum was founded in 1917, being an ancient art museum with a diversified collection, 

including painting, sculpture, tapestry, jewelry and furniture. In the 1990s the Douro region 

was included in the national strategic plan for tourism development as one of the priority 

tourism destinations to be developed. To this end, a large amount of European Union funds 

were allocated to the region for tourism development. 

 

The Lamego Museum is part of the Portuguese Regional Northern Culture Directorate, and is 

the only museum situated in the Douro region belonging to the Ministry of Culture and to the 

Central State. In order to contribute to the tourism development of the Douro region, the 

Lamego Museum carries out every year an intense activities plan with over fifty cultural 

events. Along with the conventional museum role, the Lamego Museum is still responsible for 

managing a network of monuments entitled "Vale do Varosa". The network includes two 

monasteries, a convent, a Visigothic chapel and a medieval bridge: Monastery of St. John of 

Tarouca; Monastery of Santa Maria de Salzedas; Convent of Santo António de Ferreirim; 

Chapel of St. Peter of Balsemão; Fortified Bridge of Ucanha. This model of “territory museum” 

has allowed taking the most advantage of the available resources and as contributed to 

increase the number of tourists in the region. 
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Luís Sebastian was born in Lisbon in 1973. He has a Bachelor in History and 

Archeology (1996) by the Faculty of Arts of the University of Coimbra, 

Postgraduate (2007) and PhD (2011) in History and Archaeology by the Faculty of 

Social and Human Sciences of the New University of Lisbon.  

 

As a technician of the Portuguese Institute of Architectural Heritage (IPPAR - 

Ministry of Culture), he was scientific coordinator of the archaeological 

intervention in the São João de Tarouca Monastery between 1998 and 2007. As 

a technician of the Regional Northern Culture Directorate (DRCN), he 

coordinates since 2009 the tourist-heritage project "Vale do Varosa" and since 

2012 Director of the Lamego Museum. 

 

Having participated in more than 40 scientific meetings as a lecturer and 

coordinator, he is the author and editor of more than a dozen publications and 

more than 40 scientific papers in the areas of History, Archaeology, Patrimonial 

Rehabilitation, Cultural Management and Museology, with special focus on 

Portuguese earthenware, monastic Order of Cister, monastic architecture, 

archaeometallurgy and technical drawing, in the Medieval and Modern periods. 

He was distinguished with more than a dozen national prizes in the area of 

museology, museography, communication, tourist information, conservation 

and restoration, editing, fundraising and research by institutions such as the 

Portuguese Association of Museology, Federation of Friends of the Museums of 

Portugal and the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, and the international Prize 

AR&PA in 2016, for the tourist-heritage project "Vale do Varosa". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


